Hitchhiker’s Guide to the
Greater Gainesville Startup Community




Introduction

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Greater Gainesville Startup Community...

is “the” resource for entrepreneurs in the Greater Gainesville, Florida area.

The guide is modeled after a similar guide in Kansas City, MO and Ocala, FL.

This is a “living” document! And, it will contain updated information that will
foster great awareness of the startup community in Greater Gainesville.

|s something missing? Do you need more help?
Contact Staci Bertrand at Staci@gainesvillechamber.com

Startup Guide: http://gainesvillechamber.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Start-up-Guide.pdf


http://www.startlandnews.com/kansas-city-startup-community-guide/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nzX4iwynZKnQhgZtMfLEWXoNUV5aYjvXwiJBbF_X3Ps/edit#slide=id.p
mailto:staci@gainesvillechamber.com
http://gainesvillechamber.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Start-up-Guide.pdf
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Guiding Principles

“Give first, get later” approach

100% inclusive - everyone is welcome to contribute
Showcase Alachua County, not just the startup community
Give back to the community once you make it big

Don't just talk. Get s**t done. Dream big. Have fun!



https://youtu.be/YyXRYgjQXX0

Places to Connect

3rd Thursdays - Every 3rd Thursday of each month from 4pm to 6pm at UF
Innovate | The Hub

Community Calendar for Entrepreneurs

Startup GNV’s Tech/Startup Sunset Bike Rides

Startup Gainesville Facebook Group

Tech on Tap GNV

WATT - We Advance Tech Together



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/3rd-thursdays-the-hub-tickets-52409374851?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
http://innovate.research.ufl.edu/event-calendar/
https://www.facebook.com/events/2517373471610178/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/startupgainesville/
https://www.meetup.com/Tech-On-Tap-GNV/
https://www.meetup.com/WATT-We-Advance-Tech-Together/

Business Incubators,
Accelerators, Makerspaces,

Coworking spaces
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https://www.gainesvillehackerspace.org/
http://innovate.research.ufl.edu/the-hub/
http://starterspace.com/
https://workingfood.org/
http://innovate.research.ufl.edu/sid-martin-biotech/
https://www.sfcollege.edu/cied/incubators/gtec-incubator
https://www.sfcollege.edu/cied/incubators/cied-incubator
https://www.coaccelerator.com/

Support Organizations

Alachua County Business Development

Cade Museum

Department Department of Doing (Gainesville)

Greater Gainesville Chamber of Commerce

SCORE - A strong team of executive retirees who act as skilled and experienced mentors
ready to help you start or grow your business. (Local contact: Barry Black)
Small Business Development Center (SBDC) - Skilled help with SBA loans, government

contracting, and traditional business planning. (Local contact: Michael Chunq)
Startup GNV



https://alachuacounty.us/Businesses/BusinessDevelopment/Pages/BusinessDevelopment.aspx
https://www.cademuseum.org/
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/DepartmentofDoing.aspx
https://gainesvillechamber.com/
https://northcentralflorida.score.org/
mailto:barry.black@scorevolunteer.org
http://floridasbdc.org/locations/gainesvilley/
mailto:mchung-sbdc@unf.edu
http://www.startupgnv.com/

Education

Alachua County Library District - Business, Finance &

City of Gainesville Small Business Program

Law

Collaboratory for Women Innovators

FastTrac - Free online and in-person classes for
entrepreneurs.

Graphic Design (Rasmussen)

Santa Fe College Innovative Product Development
Center (IPDC)

Veterans Entrepreneurship Program at UF

UF Entrepreneurship and Innovation Center (EIC)

The Gainesville Entrepreneurship and Adversity
Program (GEAP)

Programming - Java/Python (CF)

Veterans Florida (Small Business for Veterans)



https://www.aclib.us/business-finance-law
https://www.aclib.us/business-finance-law
https://innovate.research.ufl.edu/the-hub/collaboratory/
https://learn.fasttrac.org/affiliates/power-plant-business-incubator
https://degrees.rasmussen.edu/design/
https://www.sfcollege.edu/ipdc/index
https://www.sfcollege.edu/ipdc/index
https://warrington.ufl.edu/entrepreneurship-and-innovation-center/community-outreach/veterans-entrepreneurship-program/program-details/
https://warrington.ufl.edu/entrepreneurship-and-innovation-center/
http://www.cf.edu/explore/programs/business/computer-information-technology/computer-programming-specialist-ccc/index
http://www.veteransflorida.org/veterans/veterans-florida-entrepreneurship-program/

Service Providers

Advertising

Consulting Full Directory at:

members.gainesvillechamber.com/list/

Finance & Insurance

IT, Software & Web Development

Legal

Manufacturing, Industrial, & Distribution

Real Estate



https://members.gainesvillechamber.com/list/ql/advertising-media-1
https://members.gainesvillechamber.com/list/ql/business-professional-services-5
https://members.gainesvillechamber.com/list/ql/finance-insurance-10
https://members.gainesvillechamber.com/list/ql/computers-telecommunications-6
https://members.gainesvillechamber.com/list/ql/legal-14
https://members.gainesvillechamber.com/list/ql/construction-equipment-contractors-7
https://members.gainesvillechamber.com/list/ql/real-estate-moving-storage-20
https://members.gainesvillechamber.com/list/

Finding Capital

O/

FIorid'g/l nstitute

COMMERCIALIZATION

Emergent Growth Fund OF FLORIOA TECHNOLOGY

Florida Institute for the Commercialization of Public Research

Synogen

U.S. Small Business Administration

SYNOGEN"

Partnering. Investing. Succeeding.

ﬁ
S U.S. Small Business

Administration

[—


http://www.emergentgrowth.com/public/index.asp
https://www.florida-institute.com/
http://www.synogen.com/
https://www.sba.gov

Space to Grow

Innovation District

Cornerstone Redevelopment

Progress Park

Foundation Park

San Felasco Tech City



https://innovationdistrictgainesville.com/
https://gainesvillecra.com/projects/cornerstone-redevelopment/
http://progressparkfl.com/
https://www.conceptcompanies.net/featured-projects/
https://www.facebook.com/EmoryGroupCompanies/?__tn__=%2Cd%2CP-R&eid=ARArt0GJbRLIo09qFpGfIwxibrm07CqYD376iuQCfIXpLIeH727RR3gzWmaze14SJBmdYYF5MmpbpOYl

Startup Events

Cade Prize

CelebrateGNV

Celebration of Biotechnology

Startup Weekend

3rd Thursdays



https://www.cademuseum.org/cadeprize.html
https://startupgnv.com/
https://www.bioflorida.com/events/event_list.asp
https://startupgnv.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/3rd-thursdays-the-hub-tickets-52409374851?aff=ebdssbdestsearch

Notable Companies Started in Greater Gainesville
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CRITERIA: headquartered in Alachua County, high-growth, raised $500K+ and/or major traction


https://agtc.com/
https://www.axogeninc.com/
https://www.brammerbio.com/
https://www.exac.com/
https://www.feathr.co/
https://www.infotechfl.com/
https://www.optym.com/
https://sharpspring.com/
http://www.rtix.com/en_us/
https://www.ologybio.com/
https://www.shadowhealth.com/
https://fractureme.com/
https://www.captozyme.com/
https://amendsurgical.com/
https://encorbio.com/
http://www.ncfdna.com/
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Population

Gainesville: 132,000
Alachua County: 267,000
Region: 1,170,000

State of Florida: 21,000,000




Acknowledgments

To our entrepreneurs!
Thank you for making our
community and economy

greater!
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