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Let's face it. Election season is a noisy time and

deciding which candidate to vote for or which

amendment to support can be tough. One thing's for

sure: The Chamber is not here to tell you who to vote

for or what to support. 

We have, however, created this guide to provide you

with information and resources to help you identify and

familiarize yourself with candidates and amendments

that will be on the November 3 ballot.

We encourage you to share it with your employees,

colleagues, family, friends and neighbors to support

their informed participation in the coming election. 

We also encourage you to visit our Virtual Election

Center, where you will find other resources, including

interviews for local and state candidates, and more

information and context relating to the amendments on

the ballot. And then, vote. No matter what. 

gainesvillechamber.com/2020-election-center/
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Registration Deadline for General Election: October 5, 2020

Vote-by-Mail Ballot Request Deadline: October 24th, 2020

Vote-by-Mail Ballot Return Deadline: November 3, 2020 - 7:00

p.m. (if you haven't mailed it by Oct. 19th, we recommend

dropping it off in person at the secure ballot receptacle

outside of the downtown Supervisor of Elections' office.)

General Election: November 3, 2020 

Early Voting: 

October 19-31 (Alachua County only)

October 24-31 (across the state, or as extended by county

per each respective supervisor of elections)

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

IMPORTANT DATES 
& INFORMATION
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PRESIDENTIAL

P R E S I D E N T I A L  &

C O N G R E S S I O N A L  R A C E S  

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Incumbent Challenger

Donald Trump (R)
Incumbent

Mike Pence (R)
Incumbent

Joe Biden (D) Kamala Harr is  (D)

REGISTRATION:

2016 RESULTS:

R: 35.5% D: 37.2% NPA: 27.3%

Trump: 49% Clinton: 47.8%

Kat Cammack (R) Adam Christensen(D)

REGISTRATION: R: 41.7% D:35.9% NPA: 22.4%

2016 RESULTS: Trump:55.7% Clinton: 39.8%
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HOUSE DISTRICT 10

F L O R I D A  

 L E G I S L A T U R E  R A C E S

HOUSE DISTRICT 20

Chuck Brannan(R)
Incumbent

Rock Aboujaoude(D)

REGISTRATION:

2016 RESULTS:

R: 49.6% D: 34.0% NPA: 16.5%

Trump: 72.5 Cl inton: 24.5%

Yvonne Hayes-Hinson(D)

REGISTRATION: R: 23.1% D: 54.1% NPA:22.9%

2016 RESULTS: Trump: 32.1% Clinton: 62.9%

HOUSE DISTRICT 21

REGISTRATION: R: 35.6% D: 41.6% NPA: 22.8%

2016 RESULTS: Trump: 47.2% Clinton: 47.6%

ELECTED

Rep. Chuck Clemons(R)

Incumbent

Kayser Enneking(D)
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DISTRICT 1

A L A C H U A  C O U N T Y

R A C E S

DISTRICT 3

Joy Glanzer  (R)

Mary Alford(D)

REGISTRATION (COUNTYWIDE):

2016 RESULTS:

R:  26% D: 49% NPA:  23%

Write-in: 6.85% Byerly :  93.15%

Anna Pr izz ia  (D)

REGISTRATION (COUNTYWIDE): R:   26% D: 49% NPA:  23%

2016 RESULTS: Write-in: 5.77% Hutchinson: 94.23%

Raemi Eagle-Glenn(R)
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Summary: This amendment provides that only United States citizens who are at least eighteen

years of age, a permanent resident of Florida, and registered to vote, as provided by law, shall

be qualified to vote in a Florida election. Supporters argue that the change would protect the

electoral process by changing the current wording, which says “every citizen,” to “only a citizen,”

thereby preventing cities from allowing non-citizens to vote, as some in other states have.

Opponents say that Florida law already allows only citizens to vote and that the change is

unnecessary.

Amendment 1 - Citizenship Required to 
Vote in Florida Elections

Sponsor: Florida Citizen Voters

Summary: This amendment would raise the state’s minimum wage to $10.00 per hour effective

September 30th, 2021. Each September 30th thereafter, the minimum wage would increase by

$1.00 per hour until the minimum wage reaches $15.00 per hour on September 30th, 2026.

From that point forward, future minimum wage increases would revert to being adjusted

annually for inflation starting September 30th, 2027. Supporters argue that the amendment

would help to level the economic playing field for workers. Opponents of the measure say the

measure will increase business costs and result in thousands of lost jobs in the wake of a

COVID-induced recession that still holds much uncertainty for businesses and individuals.

Amendment  2- Raising Florida's Minimum Wage

Sponsor: Florida For a Fair Wage

Amendment  3- All Voters Vote in a Primary 
Election for StateLegislature, Governor and Cabinet
Summary: Effective Jan. 1, 2024, this measure would allow all registered voters to vote in

primaries for state legislature, governor, and cabinet regardless of political party affiliation. All

candidates for an office, including party nominated candidates, would appear on the same

primary ballot and the two candidates receiving the most votes would advance to the general

election. 

STATE AMENDMENTS
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Need to get up to speed on the amendments? Read below for summaries and 
the Chamber's posit ion on al l  Florida, Alachua County and City of 
Gainesvi l le amendments. 

What do we think?

We're Neutral

What do we think?

We Oppose

What do we think?

We Oppose



If only two candidates qualify, no primary would be held and the winner would be determined in

the general election. Candidate party affiliations would be permitted to appear on the ballot.

Supporters argue that the measure would give more voice to unaffiliated voters, who comprise

over 25% of the electorate and tend to hold less extreme views. Opponents say the

change could hurt minority representation in Florida’s government by opening primaries in

predominantly black Democratic districts to white Republican and independent voters.

Sponsor: All Voters Vote, Inc.

Summary: This amendment would require all proposed amendments or revisions to the state

constitution to receive the approval of 60% of voters in two separate elections in order to take

effect. The proposal applies the current thresholds for passage to each of the two elections.

Proponents of the measure say it would put safeguards in place to ensure that voters have a

full understanding of the immediate and long-term effects of proposed constitutional changes.

Opponents say this measure would create barriers to direct democracy in Florida by adding

hurdles to what some already consider to be a major, costly feat requiring hundreds of

thousands of signatures.

Amendment  4- Voter Approval of Constitutional Amendments

Sponsor: Keep Our Constitution Clean PC

Summary: This amendment would give Florida homeowners an additional year to claim accrued

Save-Our-Homes homestead tax benefits on a property they have vacated to move into another

homesteaded property. Currently, Floridians have only two years after vacating the property

to accrue and use the tax benefits. 

Under Florida’s “Save Our Homes” law, the taxable value of homes owned by claimants of a

homestead exemption may increase by no more than 3% per year. However, the home’s market

value may outpace that increase. The difference between the home’s taxable value and its

assessed value is what a homeowner who sells one homesteaded property and buys another

is required to pay. The Florida Legislature passed the measure without opposition; however, the

legislative staff analysis of the bill says it comes with a price tag of about $10.2 million

annually for local governments when it is fully enacted.

Amendment  5- Limitation on Homestead Assessments

Sponsor: The Florida Legislature/House (HJR 369)
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What do we think?

We're Neutral

What do we think?

We're Neutral



Summary: Effective, Jan. 1, 2021, this amendment would allow the spouses of certain

honorably discharged veterans to continue to receive a discount on property taxes after the

veteran’s death as long as the spouse holds the property title and resides in the property. In

most cases, the exemption would expire if the spouse remarries, sells the house or otherwise

disposes of the property, however it would be transferrable under certain circumstances. This bill

passed the Florida Legislature unopposed but according to legislative staff analysis comes with

a $4 million annual price tag for local governments.

Amendment  6- Ad Valorem Tax Discount for Spouses 
of Certain Deceased Veterans Who Had Permanent, 
Combat-Related Disabilities

Sponsor: The Florida Legislature/House (HJR 877)

LOCAL AMENDMENTS

Summary: This amendment would renew the existing One Mill ad valorem tax effective July 1,

2021, and ending June 30, 2025. The proceeds of the tax currently provide about $17 million

per year to shore up operating expenses that cover school nurses; music, art and drama

programs; school library programs; school counseling programs; band and chorus programs;

academic magnets; career and technical education programs; and classroom technology updates.

The One Mill is widely supported across the community. Without it, a major void in school

funding would be created in a year when the district is already slated to receive less funding

from certain state funding streams.

Renewal of the Existing One Mill Ad Valorem Tax for School 
District Operating Expenses

Sponsor: School Board of Alachua County

County Charter Amendment Establishing 
County Growth Management Area
Summary: This amendment would allow the County to establish a “Growth Management Area”

in which the County would permanently govern land use, regardless of whether the land is

inside or outside of municipal boundaries. In instances of conflict between the County’s and a

municipality’s land use decision or rules, the County’s decision or rules would prevail.
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What do we think?

We're Neutral

What do we think?

We Support

What do we think?

We Oppose



Sponsor: Alachua County Charter Review Commission

Summary: In instances of conflict between county and municipal land use ordinances, this

amendment would provide for the more stringent ordinance to prevail. Proponents say this

measure allows the County to protect environmentally sensitive lands. Opponents say the

measure would preempt municipal governments from making land use decisions according to

the wishes of the municipal residents who elected them.

Relationship Between County and Municipal Ordinances for 
Protection of Certain Natural Resources

Sponsor: Alachua County Commission

Proponents of the measure say it will protect environmentally sensitive lands. Opponents of the

ballot item say the wording on the ballot is misleading and that the measure itself would

preempt municipal governments from making land use decisions according to the wishes of the

municipal residents who elected them.

Summary: This measure would provide for the Board of County Commissioners to annually

examine county operational and service design and delivery policies for elements of racial and

gender bias, and to eliminate or modify those elements to remove racial and gender bias.

Identification and Elimination of Racial 
and Gender Bias in AlachuaCounty Policies

Sponsor: Alachua County Commission

Summary: This measure would allow the County Commission to fund, using fees from new

commercial and residential development and other sources, an Alachua County Affordable

Housing Trust Fund. The amendment does not authorize the creation or authorization of any

new taxes or fees. The County would be required to administer the fund, obtain an annual audit,

County Charter Amendment Establishing Alachua County 
Affordable Housing Trust Fund
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What do we think?

We Oppose

What do we think?

We Support

What do we think?

We're Neutral



Sponsor: Alachua County Charter Review Commission

and spend any funds in the Trust Fund to exclusively support affordable housing. Proponents

say the Trust Fund would be a step forward in the County’s ability to create and sustain

affordable housing. Others say there are existing County policies that could be modified or

eliminated to reduce the cost of housing without having to create such a fund.

Summary: This amendment would amend the City Charter to change the title of hte charter

officer, "Clerk of the Commission," to "City Clerk."

Changing the Name of the Charter Officer "Clerk of the 
Commission" to "City Clerk"

Sponsor: City of Gainesville Charter Review Committee

Summary: This amendment would remove two provisions within the County Charter that, 

since their insertion, have become unconstitutional and unenforceable due to changes in the

State Constitution. One pertains to unconstitutional prohibitions on sexual orientation, sexual

preference and related characteristics, and the other pertains to residential requirements for

Alachua County Commission candidates.

County Charter Cleanup Amendment Removing 
Unconstitutional Provisions

Sponsor: Alachua County Commission

CITY OF GAINESVILLE CHARTER AMENDMENTS

Summary: This amendment allows for the elimination of certain restrictions on the use of

public or private funds for the construction of paved surfaces on city-owned land. 

City of Gainesville Charter Amendment Eliminating 
Restrictions on Construction of Paved Surfaces on
City-Owned Land

Sponsor: City of Gainesville Charter Review Committee
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What do we think?

We're Neutral

What do we think?

We're Neutral

What do we think?

We're Neutral



Summary: This amendment would require the City Commission to have city voters' permission

to sell or otherwise dispose of the city's natural gas, wastewater or telecommunications utility

system in a way that significantly reduces its capacity to perform its function. 

City of Gainesville Charter Amendment Limiting Commission 
Authority to Dispose of Certain Utility Systems

Sponsor: City of Gainesville Charter Review Committee

Summary: This amendment would insert a preamble statement that aligns with the values of

City of Gainesville citizens and affirms the charter.

City of Gainesville Charter Amendment Creating a Preamble
to the Charter

Sponsor: City of Gainesville Charter Review Committee
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What do we think?

We're Neutral

What do we think?

We're Neutral
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F L O R I D A  C O N G R E S S I O N A L

D I S T R I C T S
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F L O R I D A  S E N A T E  

D I S T R I C T S
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F L O R I D A  H O U S E  

D I S T R I C T S
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A L A C H U A  C O U N T Y  

D I S T R I C T S
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